
Gold Award project to serve as ‘Unknown Soldier’ tribute

The actual drawing, which will be titled, “Missing in Action” at the DeGlopper Memorial at Baseline and Grand Island Boulevard.

who were not found and did not make it home, Wegryzn said.
“Morgan is a very intelligent individual with a keen eye for drawing.  

The fi nished product speaks highly about her capabilities,” he added.
In addition to the drawing, her Gold Award project involved the cre-

ation of a website database of veterans’ charities and agencies in West-
ern New York, with the goal of raising awareness for the struggles 
veterans face beyond active duty and encouraging those struggling 
to seek help.

“I was inspired to take this route for my Gold Award for a few rea-
sons,” she said. “First, my country is something that has always been 
important to me, and I believe those who dedicate their lives to it are 

true heroes. I wanted to do something to honor every single person 
who has given their life, in one way or another, to protect this great 
country and its citizens, both in the present day and in the past.

“Secondly, a family friend is an Army veteran who served for many 
years in Afghanistan. This close connection made the topic of this 
project much more personal for me, and it inspired a lot of important 
aspects of it. I worked closely with him to tailor the website to best suit 
the needs of veterans, like him, who struggled after returning home 
from active duty. Receiving feedback from an actual veteran makes 
my art much more genuine and meaningful,” she added. The site is 
located at wnyvets.com, and Schaefer said there is a contact section 
on the site and encourages anyone to submit veterans’ charities or 
agencies. 

Schaefer’s artwork joins the Boy Scout Eagle Scout project Ryan 
Wellence did for the park. He created the park benches, including 
a bench near the KIA Memorial for the Missing in Action soldiers. 
Mary Cooke, a member of the committee and former town supervi-
sor, is impressed with the involvement of the Scouts.

“Keith Wegrzyn has done a yeoman’s job on all aspects of the De-
Glopper Memorial, but leading the charge for the involvement of 
the Scouts has brought a new, young generation into action that is 
so vital to continuing these efforts to preserve and educate others 
about our history. Morgan’s artwork is a beautiful and fi tting tribute 
to the unknown soldiers who gave their lives for freedom and liberty 
in America.”

Schaefer is a member of the ROTC at MIT and looks forward to 
serving her country in the future. She also looks forward to visiting 
the DeGlopper Memorial and hopes the DeGlopper statue, the KIA 
stories, the names of all Island veterans listed there, and her drawing 
will have an impact on the community and hopefully, inspire others to 
appreciate those in the service and the ultimate sacrifi ce made by the 
soldiers in the memorial and throughout history, she said.

“This art piece stands as a reminder that our freedom has only been 
guaranteed so truly and so deeply because of the heroic actions of 
every American soldier, past and present. I feel this project is the least 
I could do to thank them for their service and sacrifi ce to this nation,” 
she explained. 

Friday, March 12, 2021Friday, March 12, 202122  Island DispatchIsland Dispatch

Charles N. DeGlopper Memorial
Statue and Killed in Action Plaques Unveiling

Saturday, June 5, 2021, 9:45 a.m.
Grand Island Boulevard at the corner of Baseline Road

SAVE THE DATE, 85 DAYS TO GO...
Sponsored By:

* Co-Sponsored by

* You can help support the Charles N. DeGlopper Memorial by donating to: http://degloppermemorial.org/get-involved/ 

Grand Island Auto Tech and                   Niagara Frontier Publications, Pennysaver/Island Dispatch

Sergeant (Sgt.) Francis King Goodchild, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
Goodchild of Sandy Beach, was inducted into the Army at Fort Ni-
agara in 1943. He served in an Infantry Unit in General George Pat-
ton’s 3rd Army.

Sgt. Goodchild was sent overseas in 1944 and had been there for 15 
months when he was killed in action during the advance into Ger-
many. He was the first resident of Sandy Beach, Grand Island, to be 
killed in World War II. He was survived by his parents, a brother, Les-
ter C. Goodchild and his fiancee’ Irene Haglin. Memorial Services for 
Sgt. Goodchild were held at Trinity Church.

Sgt. Goodchild was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart by the 
War Department, received by his parents in May 1945.

Francis K. Goodchild
July, 1923 - March 13, 1945

In Loving Memory of
Stephen Juzwicki

World War II; Korean War
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WHEATFIELD Garden & Gifts

FREE
Delivery

Lifetime 
Warranty

946-3364

SHEDS, GARAGES
& GAZEBOS

WE BUILD ON SITE
HERITAGE STRUCTURES

WE MOVE, LEVEL & REMOVE BUILDINGS

Mallwitz’s 
Island Lanes 

announces 
Cosmic Bowling is back 

on Friday and 
Saturday nights.   
Reservations are 

needed, call 773-0062.

Ellden’s Grill 
at 201 Whitehaven 

Road, is offering curb-
side pickup for Easter 

Dinner.  All Easter pack-
ages will be available for 
pickup from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 3.  Visit 
Elldens.com for more 

information. 
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